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Seven Principles of the Constitution

A Tems Names Write the letter of the term that best matches the statement.

a: checks and balances

b. federalism

c. individual rights

d. popular sovereignty

e. republicanism

f. separation of powers

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

In this form of government, citizens elect representatives to make laws.

This system gives each branch of government some ability to limit the actions
of the other two branches.

These are protected by the Bill of. Rights.

This idea supports govemment by the people.

This idea was the basis for dividing the government into three branches.

This system assigns some powers to the nadonal government and other powers
to the state governments.

O B. E)åended Resporse Briefly answer the following question on the back of this paper.

How are the ideas. of separation of powers, checks and balances, limited government,
and federalism related?
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Article 1

A Terns and Names Ifthe statement is tme, write "true" on the line. If it is false, change
the underlined word or words to make-it frue.

Example:

Example;

The first president of the United States was George Washington.

true

The first president of the United States •was Abraham Lincoln.

George Washington

1. Article 1 of. the Constituåon is concerned with the dudes of the law-making, or

executive branch of government.

2. Congress is made up of the Senate and the Hoüse of Representaåves.

3. Every two years, the voters, from each state choose at least one person to represent

them in the Senate.

4. The official power to declare war belongs to the president of the United

States.

5. The vice-president of the United States also serves as Speaker of the House.

6. If the president of the United States is charged Wüh a crime, the Senate acts as the jury

in the indictment.

7. Before the Senate or House can vote on a bill, all of its members 'or a quorum, must be

present.

8. Ifthe president vetoes a bill, it can SHII become law if three-fourthS of both houses of

Congress vote to override the veto.

B. Respase Briefly answer the following quesåon on the back of this paper.

Why do you think Article 1 of the Constitution is long and detailed?
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Article 2

O

A Terns and Names Write the letter of the best answer.

1. The most important duty of the president of the United States is to

a. greet foreign ambassådors.

b. enforce the laws.

c. visit areas hit by natural disasters.
d. make the laws.

Which of the following is the role of the Electoral College?

a. to appoint jusüces to the Supreme Court
b. to choose the president of the United States

c. to nomihate candidates for vice-president

d. to decide on the number of senators from each state

3. According to the Constituüon, the president can make tr.eaties and appoint
ambassadors

a. with the approval of the Senate.

b. when Congress is not in session.

c. only in emergencies.

d. with the vice-president's approval.

4. Which of the following is NOT grounds for impeachment of the president?
a. committing treason

b. giVing or accepting bribes

c. vetoing an act passed by Congress
d. committing a high crime or misdemeanor

5. Which of the following is a power of the president?
a. to impeach the vice-president
b. to declare war

c. to appoint Supreme Court justices
d. to make laws

B. E)åended Response Briefly answer the following question on the back of this paper.

Why do you think the Constitution requires the president to be a natural-born citizen?
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Article 3

A Tents and Names Ifthe statement is true, write "true" on the line. If it is false, change
the underlined word or words to make it true.

Example:

Example:

The first president of the United States was George Washington.

true

The first president of the United States was Abraham Lincoln

George Washington

1. A person cagnot be convicted of treason unless at least one witness testifies against him

or her.

2. Article 3 of the Consütution guarantees to all persons accused of crimes

in federal court, except in cases of impeachment.

3. The Supreme Court's authority to decide whether or not a law violates the Constituåon

is called veto power.

4. Unless they resign or are dismissed for bad behavior, Supreme Court jusåces hold their

offices for ten years.

5. The Supreme Court's power to review the decisions of lower courts is called inferior

jurisdiction.

B. bctended Respolse Briefly answer the following question on the back of-this paper.

Why do you think the Constitution gives the Senate the power to approye or disapprove
the president's appointment of Supreme Court jusäces?
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Articles 4—7

A. Tents and Names Write the letter of the best answer.

1•. When citizens move from one state to another state, what happens to their
rights under the Constituåon?

a. They lose their rights.

b. Their rights may increase or decrease depending on the state.
c. Their rights remain unchanged.

d. They must eam new rights.

2. New states may be admitted to the Union if approved by
a. Congress.

b. the president.

c. the Supreme Court.

d. threeZquarters of the state legislatures.

3. The Constitution can be amended if the change is approved by two-thirds of
both house' of Congress and

a. the Supreme Court.
b. a majority of the voters.

c. the president.

d. three-fourths of the states.

4. In the Constitution, the "supreme law bf the. land" is defined as being
a; the will of the people.

b. the Constitution, national laws, and treaties.

c. Supreme Court decisions.

d. decisions made by the president.

5. The process by which the Constitution or amendments to it were approved is
called

a. suffrage.

b. immunities.

c. extradition.

d. ratification.

B. Resporse Briefly answer. the following question on the back of this paper.

What role dbes the amendment process play in making the Constitution a "living"
document?
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The Bill of Rights

A Tents and Names Ifthe statement is hue, write "true" on the line. Ifitis false, change
the underlined word or words to make it frue.

Example:

Example:

The first president OF the United States was George Washington.

true

The first president of the United States was Abraham Lincoln.

George Washington

1. The right to freedom of speech is guaranteed by the Ninth Amendment.

2. A person's home cannot be searched without a warrant, or special permission from a

judge, because to do so would violate a person's right to privacy..

3. According to the First Amendment, Congress is forbidden to establish a national

religion.

4. The right to a speedy and public ti-ial is meant to protect the rights of

5. No person can be found guilty of a crime and punished without due process of law, or

fair treatrnent under the law.

6. The right to present a list of complaints to the government and demand changes is part

of freedom to counsel.

7. The guarantee that no person can be forced to testify against himself or herself is part

of the Second Amendment.

B. Extended RespoEe Briefly answer the following question on the back of this paper.

Some Americans in 1791 were opposed to a Bill of Rights because no list could possibly
include every important right. Theyfeared that the government would be free to

-trample on any rights that were left out. HOW does the Bill of Rights guard ågainst
that problem?
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Amendments 11—27

A Tems and Names Write the letter of the best answer.

1. Women finally gained the right to vote the passage of

a. the Fifteenth Amendment.

b. the Bill of Rights.

c. the Nineteenth Amendment.
d. the Fifth Amendment.

2. A person is allowed to hold the office of president of the Ufited States for
a. as often as he or she is elected.

b. a maximum of two terms.

c. only one term.
d. a maximum of four terms.

3. Which of the following amendments was passed first?
a.• the amendment giving all citizens except women the right to vote
b. the' amendment giving all ciüzens eqåal rights under the law
c. the amendment ending the poll tax
d. the amendment abolishing slavery

4. The term lame duck refers to which of the following?
a. an elected official whose time in office will soon end

b. a president whose political party has lost control of Congress
c. a poliäcian who is not from either of the major poliäcal paräes
d. a member Of Congress who has not yet taken office

5. How old must a U.S. citizen be to vote?
a. 18 years old

b. 20 years Old

c. 21 years old

d. 25 years old

B. Extended Response Briefly answer the following question on the back of this paper.

Choose two amendments that have made the government of the United States more
democratic. Why are the amendments that you chose important?
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Part 1: Main Ideæ
Write the letter of the best answer. (4 points each)

1. For what period of time is a president's term of office?

a. 1 year

b. 2 years
.c. 4 yea}s

d. 6 years

2. Which two groups make up the Congress of the United States?
a. Supreme Court and president
b. House and Senate

c. Senate and .Supreme Court
d. all of the above

3. Which branch of the government has the power to pass laws?
a. executive branch

b. legislaåve branch

c. judicial branch

d. all of the above

4. Which of the following actions is required of the president to stop a new bill?
a. •impeachment

b. military action

c. judicial review

d. vetö

5. What is the name given to the first ten amendments to the Constitution, which
guarantee certain individual rights?

a. checks and balances

b. limited government

6. Who has the power to declare war?
a. Congress

b. Supreme Court

c. Bill of Rights

d. separation of powers

c. presidegt

d. all of the above

7. Which of the following terms describes the division of government into three
•branches?

a. separation of powers
b. limited government

c. federalism

d. checks and balances

8. How are members of the Supreme Court chosen?
a. elected by the people and confirmed by the Senate
b. chosen by the Senate and confirmed by the House

c. appointed by the president and confirmed by the Senate
d. two-thirds vote of the House and three-fourths vote of the Senate

9. A state's representation in the House of Representatives is based on
a. the number of that state's electors for president.
b. the size of that state's population.

c. a ruling by the state's supreme court.

d. an appointment of the president.
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